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ADOPTION STATEMENT

DARTFORD TOWN CENTRE FRAMEWORK
SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT (SPD)

Dartford Borough Council adopted the Dartford Town Centre Framework 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) on 26 July 2018.  The SPD 
provides a detailed planning framework which will be an important 
consideration of the Council’s determination of planning applications, 
alongside policies contained in the Dartford Core Strategy and the Dartford 
Development Policies Plan (the Local Plan).

Modifications have been made to the Consultation Draft SPD in response to 
representations and other matters, in accordance with section 23(1) of the 
Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004.  The main modifications and 
reasons for them are set out in the Annex to this Adoption Statement.

Any person with sufficient interest in the decision to adopt the SPD may apply 
to the High Court for permission to apply for judicial review of that decision.  
Any such application must be made promptly and in any event not later that 3 
months after the date on which the SPD was adopted.

The Adopted SPD, a Consultation Statement summarising the main issues 
raised and how these were addressed in the SPD and this Adoption 
Statement are available for public inspection on the Council’s website 
(www.dartford.gov.uk) and at the following locations:

 Civic Centre, Home Gardens, Dartford – Mondays to Thursdays 
8.45am to 5.15pm, Fridays 8.45am to 4.45pm

 Dartford Library, Central Park, Dartford – Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays 8:30am to 6:00pm, Thursdays 8:30am to 
8:00pm and Saturdays 9:00am to 5:00pm)

For further information, please contact Planning Policy on 01322 343213 or by 
emailing LDF@dartford.gov.uk

http://www.dartford.gov.uk/
mailto:LDF@dartford.gov.uk


Appendix D

Annex: Modifications and Reasons
Main Modification Reason
 Removal of background sections (including ‘What 

Consultation has told us so far’, the timescale for 
adoption and ‘Dartford is growing and changing’)

 Inclusion of a new Foreword
 Revision of the Introduction (for example, reference is 

now made to Local Plan policy in paragraph 1.1, clear 
objectives for guiding long term change are now set 
out in paragraph 1.4)

 The background sections 
are unnecessary for an 
adopted SPD

 The Foreword reflects the 
current position

 The Introduction more 
succinctly and clearly sets 
out the current context, 
the relationship with 
planning policies and the 
purpose of the SPD

Presentational changes including:
 insertion of paragraph numbering throughout the 

document
 revision of illustrations (for example, the ‘Culture and 

Leisure Locations’ are now shown in full on page 21 
and ‘The Framework Plan’ now includes the full key on 
page 24)

 emphasis on key text (for example, the actions after 
each section in part 4 are now clearly shown in a blue 
shaded box)

 To enable easier 
navigation of the 
document

 To clarify the information 
shown in the illustrations

 To highlight the key points

 Additional references to historic environment and 
heritage buildings (for example, paragraph 1.2 now 
recognises Dartford as an historic market town with a 
rich heritage, paragraph 3.55 now recognises the 
setting of important heritage assets in the Eastern 
Gateway area)

 To ensure that the 
Dartford’s historic assets 
are properly recognised

 Additional references to the ecology of the River 
Darent (for example, one of the Leisure Actions on 
page 34 and paragraph 5.36 relating to the Riverside 
(Wickes) Site now refer to this)

 To ensure that the 
ecological value of the 
River Darent is properly 
recognised

 Further content on provision for electric 
vehicles/charging points and air quality (for example, 
paragraph 3.51 refers to the limited provision of 
electric vehicle charging points with car parks, and 
paragraph 3.31 refers to the Air Quality Management 
Area)

 To ensure that the SPD 
fully acknowledges issues 
relating to electric vehicles 
and air quality

 Changes to the text/ presentation for the Areas of 
Change so that existing policies are cross referred and 
for clarity in applying the document (for example, 
paragraphs 5.4, 5.8 and 5.12 have been added and 
include the relevant Local Plan policies for the area)

 To ensure that the SPD 
clearly shows the 
relationship with planning 
policies

 New summary text for the Streets and Spaces where 
changes are proposed (for example, page 49 now 
refers to bringing life into the town with a people-
friendly feel to Hythe Street)

 To more clearly set out 
the objectives for the 
areas

 Updates to the Implementation Programme Table 2 
(for example, page 59 gives more information on the 
walk from Mill Pond Road to the town centre and this 
is now a long term project)

 To provide the most up-to-
date position in relation to 
projects


